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Top Hat Chat
Celebrating our successes, cementing our friendships

Message from the Principal
Hello everyone, and welcome to a brand new term at Top Hat Theatre
School. Our new teachers have settled in well, and the kids are
knuckling down to hard work.
Exciting times ahead… with LAMDA exams, dance exams, Pantomime,
Halloween party, group dance setting, festival routine setting, twirling
camp preparations, and so much more… and that’s only the
BEGINNING. It’s been a busy term so far!
Our agency is well underway into rebranding, and we are hoping by
Christmas, that we will have our agency up there with even more
castings, for the students, should they so wish to go down that route.
More info over the coming weeks.
We will be setting up a date for a photographer to come into class, and
photograph those students who need a head shot for their CV, and
entry onto the agency books.
Our Acro classes have proven to be very popular this term, with our
students working hard on their flexibility and core strength. Keep up the
good work!
We had guest choreographers come down from Scotland to teach
some of our students their group routine for the year ahead…. and the
students worked very hard.
So much so, that the teachers were so impressed with the work the kids
put in, and did not stop talking about the potential we have and how
much talent we have here at Top Hat!
These are World champion choreographers….. The senior girls brought
me to tears…. The junior group amazed me with what they achieved,
especially as it was such a difficult routine. They all performed so
beautifully. I was proud. X
So…. Heads down for the work we have ahead. BELIEVE YOU CAN
ACHIEVE, and by goodness… you will. Xxx

Miss Julie xxx
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Loughborough Festival
Term 1 Ends:
Halloween Party
Baton Camp

Saturday 17 – 24
Saturday 24th October
Saturday 24th October
23th to 30th October

Term 2 Starts:
Leicester Festival
Christmas Party
Carol Party
Term 2 ends

Monday 2nd November
14th and 21st November
Saturday 12th December
Friday 18th December
Saturday 19th December

Next Issue out November 2015

Like us on Facebook
/ththeatreschool
And make sure you are in our closed
group for fast information as and when
you need
it. https://www.facebook.com/groups/
320895261279021/
Check out our new Website too with
links to our youtube account and
Instagram!
www.tophattheatreschool.co.uk

Note from editor:
Apologies as the last issue did not make it out due to other commitments therefore this issue also includes
some news and results from the previous term. It has become a bumper issue with news flooding in
constantly, so I hope I have included everybody! If not, please drop me a line and I will ensure they get a
mention next issue!

News
Northampton Carnival
It seems a long time ago now, but Top Hat Theatre School brought a ray of
sunshine to Northampton Carnival on 13th June!
A big thank you to everyone involved including those who performed and
provided and decorated the lorry! We are pleased to announce that we
won Second place for the best children’s float.
A total of £54.64 was raised which was a fantastic effort!

Thank you to Darrin Stevens for use of photos.
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Welcome to the Family!
At the start of this new academic year we have welcomed some new faces into the Top Hat family! I
am sure you will get to know them all over the coming months, but here is a brief introduction.
Miss Soeli is currently teaching pre-primary, primary, musical theatre and festival classes. “I've recently
finished performing after having my son. I've been in West End and touring shows for the past twelve
years including Wicked, and Singin’ in the Rain, and have taught for Julie previously. I'm super thrilled
with being back at Top Hat and look forward to teaching the stars of the future!”
Miss Emma R has joined the Top Hat team as both a dance teacher and to help with the business side
of the school. “I have been teaching dancing for around thirteen years at a well established dancing
school in Derby. I have really enjoyed my first term with the school and I’m excited to see what this year
will bring for the students!”

Top Hat Show
This years show proved to be the best yet with
stunning performaces across the groups.

A big thank you to Ant Maxted for the use of his backstage photos.

The coveted Annual Awards went to:
Dancers World Award Scholarship - Issabelle Benstead
Star Pupil 2015
Summer Harte-Felce
Star Pupil 2015
Joley Wright
Star Pupil 2015
Mia Birch
Pupil Award
Jenny Harnett
Pupil Award
Darcy Maxted
Miss Dance 2015
Caitlin Jilbert
Miss Personality 2015 Maggie Shaw
We also bid a fond farewell to Ella Tweed who has been with
Top Hat since we started, and whished her all the best on her
new journey! We look forward to following her career!
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This year we were proud to support
cystic fibrosis and raised over £300 for
this worthy cause. Thank you to
everyone who supported this by
either donating raffle prizes or buying
tickets!

FOTHS
Friends of Top Hat Support Group
The newly revamped Support group has been very
busy putting together a refreshed programme of
fun events to get the fundraising off to a great
start this term. There are plenty plans in the
pipeline but to start us off, join us for……

Halloween Party
When: Saturday 24th October from 5pm
Where: Barry Road Primary School
Lots of spooky goings on including prizes for the best
costumes!

Save the date for Forthcoming Festive
Fun
When: Saturday 12th December
Where: The Student Union Bar, Northampton
University
It may feel like a long time off yet, but make sure
this date is in your diary for the Top Hat Christmas
Party! It is sure to be a night not to be missed!

Christmas Carol Evening 18th December.
This is a new fundraiser this year and another opportunity to showcase all the talent we have at the
school. Tickets £2.50 to include a mince pie.

Minutes from the AGM for Friends of Top Hat Theatre School
Date: 1st of October 2015 5:10pm- 5:30pm, St Albans Church rooms.
Apologies:-Sharon Burn
Business
*Welcome and introduction by Julie Mckenna & Cassie Fennessy
*Halloween (24th of October) Clare Fletcher- Brown
Clare has managed to get a lot of donations in for the Halloween party, but some donations are still requiredRaffle prizes, Decorations, Cake donations, hot dogs, rolls. We set prices for games and discussed additional ideas
people had for activities.
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 Games priced at 50p a go.
 Popcorn & candy floss 50p
 Hot Dogs & Sweets £1
 Photobooth £1
 Square board (miss Emma) £2 a go
 Ticket will include a soft drink.
We also discussed assigning jobs to volunteers, Clare has the list, but we are still looking for helpers for the night.
Please contact Clare if you can help.
Hoping to get into venue at 4pm (this is to be confirmed by Julie)
Tickets & posters are being printed
*Charity Status – Cassie Fenessey
We now have the forms to apply for charity status. A rep from the PTA is helping us through this, once we have
this we can apply for additional funds.
*Committee Members-Led by Hayley
Voted inChairperson- Kelly Hartnett
Vice Chair- Hayley Hendrickson
Secretary- Cassie Fenessey
Treasurer- Lyn Firman
Events organiser- Clare Fletcher- Brown
We will hold a FOTHS meeting once every term- everyone is welcome to attend.
*Additional
Someone mentioned setting up a separate group or page for the support group- Kelly will look into getting this set
up- a good way to communicate.
Next meeting: 12th November 2015 at 5pm in the back hall.
Email for the FOTHS is thsupport@tophattheatreschoolco.uk

Page 5 of 12

Festivals and Competitions
Results from May
Northampton Festival of Performing Arts
The Speech and Drama section took place from 18th to 20th May.
Results as follows:
Gabi McMorrow 2nd place for solo drama
Molly Entwhistle and Summer Harte-Felce: 2nd place in duologue.
Gabi McMorrow came 2nd in her solo acting.
Also pictured are Eadie Rose in poem section, Olivia and Eadie in duologue
and Gabi and Juliette duologue, who all received very positive comments
from the judge.
Congratulations to everyone who took part.

All England Dance
This took place over the weekend of 24th and 25th May at the Gordon Craig
Theatre in Stevenage.
Our Junior group performed Jai Ho! beautifully and gained a Distinction with
Special Commendation.
Remaya also danced beautifully, and Oliver and Ella performed their duet.
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Top Hat Twirlers have a Clean Sweep of the Team Events
Our talented twirlers scooped up many awards at the Open Competition which was held in Lowestoft on
the 19th September with all three dance twirl teams and both pom-pom groups taking first place.
Congratulations to all our twirlers especially as for many it was their first competition!

The twirlers also saw success in the individual events with ten podium places and eleven 4-7 placings in
the solo freestyle event, and Poise and Personality. An amazing and successful weekend for all.
A special congratulations to Scarlett Fontana, Darcie Maxted, Maisie
Munnelly, Polly Howard, Hannah Mai McMahon, Mia Birch and
Abigail Bates, for whom it was not only their first competition, but
they all also were placed within large sections in Poise &
Personality.

Full Individual results:
Solo Freestyle
Juvenile Level 3 (8-10 years)
Ruby Tweed 4th, Libby Burton 7th
Pre-Juior Level 3 (11-13 years) Milly McNee 1st, Megan Rowles 2nd, Eadie-Rose Clarke 7th, Codie Mitchell 10th
Junior Level 3 (14-17 years)
Caitlin Jilbert 1st, Jessica Crouch 2nd, Rheanne Firman 10th

Tiny Tots
Juvenile One
Juvenile Two
Junior One

Poise and Personality
Darcie Maxted 1st, Maisie Munnelly 2nd, Scarlett Rose Fontana 7th
Ruby Tweed 2nd, Mia Birch 3rd, Polly Howard 4th, Hannah-Mai McMahon 5th, Hannah Bright 8th
Alessia Maxted 1st, Abigail Bates 6th
Milly McNee 1st, Codie Mitchell 7th

Nottingham Festival
This took place from the 15th to 21st August in location in
Nottingham.
Jay Jay Lothian came home smiling having performed his
heart out and securing not only first in his section but
also won a trophy for best overall in his age group. A
huge congratulations Jay Jay!
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Step Above Dance Festival
This was held over the weekends of 26th-27th September and 3rd-4th October.
Molly Entwhistle 3rd Ballet & 2nd in modern
JayJay Lothian came 1st in his song and dance.
Poppy Evans 2nd place
Well done everyone. Another fantastic achievement!

What’s happening this term: September & October
Loughborough Autumn Dance Festival
This takes place over the week of 17th to 24th October at Loughborough Grammar School.

Twirl Fest 2015: Skipsea Sands - Friday 23rd to Friday 30th October
Twirl fest takes place over the October half term holidays and it includes four days of training (train as
many days as you wish!), with optional private lessons and the opportunity to take grades. The week
also includes two days of competition. More information and essentials checklist below.

Advance Notice: events in November and December
Leicester Festival of Music and Drama - 14th & 21st November
Drama – 14th November, Vocal 21st November

More Dates for your Diary!
Baton Twirling Area Competition – Lowestoft
Individual competition and Nationals qualifier will be held on Saturday 6 th February 2016. Please see
Tracey Clarke if you wish to enter.

Milton Keynes Music Speech and Drama Festival 2016
This will be held at The Venue Walton High.
Drama: Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st February,
Music: Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th February.
Entries must be in by Saturday 11th December 2015. Please see Competitions Officer: Caroline Karabin.

Milton Keynes Dance Festival 2016
Monday 15th to Saturday 20th February
Saturday 19th & Sunday 20th March at:
The Venue MK Walton High, Fyfield Barrow, Walnut Tree, Milton Keynes, MK7 7WH
Entries in by Saturday 29th November.
Please double check, this does not clash with other festivals you may enter your child.
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Bedfordshire Festival of Music, Speech and Drama 2016
This is to be held over the week of 5th to 12th March at The Corn Exchange, Bedford. Entries due 20th
November 2015 – please see Competitions Officer, Caroline Karabin.

Baton Twirling National Competition - Crawley
Individuals and Teams will be held over three days 25th – 28th March 2016.

Bristol Dance Festival
The Eisteddfod will take place from 2nd April to 8th April 2016 at the Theatre, Backwell School, Backwell,
Bristol, BS48 3BX. Entry fees to Caroline Karabin due by 11th December.
Please check that dates do not clash with another festival you have entered! This may clash with
Northampton Dance festival which we are still waiting on dates for!

Exams and Grades
Congratulations to everyone who took their exams over Easter.
Ballet exams took place on 1st April
Primary
Mia Birch, Hannah Bright, Chloe White, Remaya Barnes, Sophie Kornet, Willow Stevens, Annie Ryan,
Jenny Harnett, Sophia Lane, Hannah Mai McMahon, Anna Heron
Grade 1:
Ruby Tweed, Beth Pritchard, Lily Rose Welsh, Chloe Moriarty, Georgina Stemp
Grade 3:
Elliejade Wilson-Harris, Emily Halton, Rheanne Firman, Gabriella McMorrow
Grade 5:
Molly Entwhistle, Summer Harte-Felce, Isabelle Benstead, Evey Donnelley
Modern and Tap exams took place over the 2nd and 3rd April
Grade 1 Tap:
Sophia Lane, Jenny Harnett, Hannah Mai McMahon, Alice Lane, Chloe Moriarty, Ella Edwards
Grade 2 Tap:
Tia Solazzo, Madelaine Jelley, Lucy Howell
Grade 3 Tap:
Alessia Maxted, Caitlin Jilbert, Milly McNee, Oliver Finnegan, Emily Halton, Summer Harte-Felce, Molly
Entwhistle, Alana Farmer, Gabriella McMorrow
Grade 4 Tap:
Neve Burton, Rheanne Firman, Evey Donnelly, Megan Rowles, Honey Evans,
Grade 2 Modern:
Sophia Lane, Chloe Moriarty, Annie Hewitt
Grade 3 Modern:
Emilia Hammond, Madelaine Jelley, Lucy Howell
Grade 4 modern:
Alessia Maxted, Caitlin Jilbert, Alana Farmer, Milly McNee
Grade 6 Modern:
Jessica Crouch, Megan Rowles, Isabelle Benstead, Honey Evans, Evey Donnelley
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Branching Out
Morrisons
Ad
Jay Jay had a job for
Morrisons for a new
offer they have in
their café.

Jace in
NCPCC
advert

Panto Fun

Congratulations to Joley Wright, Ruby Tweed, Molly Entwhistle
and Summer Harte-Felce who
all succesfully auditioned for
Kettering Panto “Jack and the
Congratulations to
Beanstalk”! Pop along to see
Jace for securing
them perform
at the
this role.
Lighthouse
Theatre
from
th
December 11 !

A Christmas Carol
Another successful audition for Top Hat student Eadie-Rose Clarke. She will be
performing at Castle Theatre Wellingborough from Monday 7th to Tuesday 29th
December. She is part of the young company for the story of Christmas Carol. Busy
times!

Baton Camp Checklist
Basic Itinerary:

For those of you new to the joys of baton camp, here is a brief introducton and
esssentials checklist.

Friday 23rd:

What is it like for the twirlers?

Arrive and settle
into caravans
Saturday 24th: Training
Sunday 25th: Training
Monday 26th: Training
Tuesday 27th: Training or Top
Hat Day out
Wed 28th:
Competition
Thursday 29th: Competition
Friday 30th:
Travel home
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Be prepared for tough but fun days and take plenty to drink and snack on!
If you have not been before – don’t expect too much spare time. It is a busy
week and you will learn a lot from various coaches from all over the world.
There is often entertainment in the evenings at the club house, but most
twirlers are quite tired after full days of training. If you are doing grades,
there will be additional training after normal lessons. Older girls - be
prepared for extra training in compulsories too!
You will be presented with a notebook as you will have a lot to take in. You
may be learning things such as dance, gymnastics, teamwork, two baton as
well as new tricks using one baton.
The main thing is to enjoy the whole experience, have fun and make some
new friends from different teams!

What facilities are there?

What about the non-twirlers?
If you feel at a loose end, there are often requests for chaperones, so get your
name down on the list if you fancy seeing what goes on during the days.
At the caravan site there is a swimming pool, small gym, soft play area, arcade,
bar and restaurant. There is also a shop selling the basiscs, but as it is near to
the end of the season, this can be rather sparse. There are plenty
supermarkets a short drive away. There are also lots of lovely villages, towns
and beaches to visit nearby.

What will I need to pack?

Packing List
Most of the training takes place on site, but the twirlers are away from
approximately 9 until 4 each of the training days (Younger ones slightly
shorter). Parents you are welcome to do what you like during this time. There
are sometimes activities and trips planned, but you should receive this
information in your welcome pack.
For training
 BATON(S)!!
 Lunch box
 Drinks bottle
 Comfortable training clothes
 Training shoes
For grades
 Top hat team leotard (if you have one) otherwise a plain red one
 Tan shoes
 Tan tights
For competition:
 Costumes
 Spare tights
 DVD (if you have one)
 Video pass (if you have one)
 Highlighter & Pen (for Highlighting TH athletes and noting scores)
 Sewing kit (for emergencies)
 Safety pins (as they are always handy)
 Make-up and hair stuff
 Team leotard (if you have one)
 Top Hat hoodie
For the caravan & other stuff
 Warm clothes
 Fleece blankets
 Board games
 DVD’s
 Swimming stuff
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Star Pupils
Miss Julie’s
Star Pupil

Molly Ryan
(Sister is Annie Ryan. We have 2 Molly Ryan’s in the
school)!!!!
Molly is out of that shell, and getting her groove on in class…. Standing out
and being fabulous. Her improvement in such a short space of time is
phenomenal. Keep up the hard work Molly… You’re doing a great job xxx

Darcie Maxted
What makes Darcie stand out is her confidence that has grown and grown. She
performed her socks off with her poise at her first competition at Lowestoft. Darcie
hasn’t been twirling long, but for a young age, she has come on in leaps and bounds.
Keep it up Darcie! xx

Miss Emma’s Star
Pupil

Emily Halton
She is a wonderful student and a pleasure to teach. She has really improved in
her ballet since September. Emily also is an excellent helper for my classes on
a Friday. She's goes above and beyond in everything she's does!
Well done Emily!!

Sophie Harnett
Sophie has been a pleasure to teach and has stood out this term in Saturday’s
Little Stars class. Well done Sophie.

Miss Solei’s
Star Pupil

Miss Tracey’s
Star Twirler
Pupil

Miss Emma’s
Star
Pupil

Tabitha Hammond
Tabitha is always so polite and pays attention in class, a pleasure to
teach and a very promising student.

Get involved with your Newsletter
For any inclusions into next term’s newsletter, please contact Debbie Jilbert via facebook or on
deborah.jilbert@hotmail.co.uk.
Please let me know if there is anything else you would like to see in the newsletter!
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